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Ever considered sponsoring a child?
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P6 children before their end of school party in October 2009.

The aim of this publication is to:

1 Explain how sponsored children are selected
9 Encourage 6 more sponsors for 2010

How does RSVP determine children who need sponsorship?

Sponsorship selection for 2010: Procedure
Participants The procedure as set out on the website was

1 Rwanda team, except the Church minister followed, with some necessary adaptations.

who sent apologies (n=4)

1 8 Mihabura School teachers

1 Parents: 9 out of the 15 parents whose
children were eligible for sponsorship.

In the morning, all the children bound for
boarding school met to rank themselves
according to their family financial situation. The
English teacher was the facilitator. And children
listed and justified the ranking as shown below:

He is orphan of both parents. He came in Bugarama to work as a domestic.

He came from Rwahi near Kamembe. Once his job became secure, he asked
his masters (one of teachers) whether he could combine both domestic job
and returning to school. He was allowed to do so, sat the national test with

other P6 children in October 2009 and managed to pass.

1. Jean Pierre
Ntakirutimana


http://rsvpcharity.org.uk/?p=509
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2. Jean de Dieu
Nzeyimana

3. Esthére
Mushimiyimana

4. Tuyishime Shaban

5. Seth Anicet
Umurutasate

6. Charlotte Rukundo
7. Myriam Kwizera

8. Emmanuel Kayisinga

9. Olivier Ngirabakunazi

10. Jean Claude
Niyigena

11. Rahab
Nyirasengimana

12. Silas Kwizera

13. Kareb Tuyihimbaze
14. Iradukunda Koffi
15. Ishimwe Christine
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He is orphan of both parents and lives with his sister who is nearly the same
age. One of his siblings has gone to Burundi to look for a domestic job.

She is orphan of both parents. She had abandoned school due to poverty
but was persuaded to return when she came to Bugarama from Gikongoro
to join her sister. Her sister is married but has recently been abandoned by
her husband. The latter had threatened to have Esther as a second wife.
Despite living through all that she managed to pass the National test.

Very poor family.

Her family is very poor and had switched schools from Ryankana to
Mihabura so that she can at least have one meal at school.

Very poor family

No comment given

Lives with his uncle who has a large family. The uncleQ @wn child called
Iradukunda Koffi has also passed the National test. So, the uncle has 2
children to support.

Sister passed the National test last year.

No comment given.

At 3pm, adult participants (n=21) met to select
2 poorest children to be sponsored in 2010.

They first looked at the above ranking and
debated over every childQ family
circumstances.

They were especially moved by the lives of the
first 3 children on the list. Then they agreed to
select a boy and a girl; and so Esther
Mushimiyimana was easily voted in.

They had to choose one of the two boys and so
they proceeded to a vote:

1 Jean de Dieu NZEYIMANA:14

1 Jean Pierre NTAKIRUTIMANA:4
1 Abstained voters: 2

9 Chairman does not vote.

So, the 2 children selected for 2010
sponsorships are: Jean de Dieu NZEYIMANA
and Esthére MUSHIMIYIMANA.

Situation Review after 1 week

The two children sponsored through RSVP reported to their respective boarding Schools in time
thanks to 2 people from Aberdeen who have kindly pledged to support a child this year. These
children and their families can@really thank you enough. Thank You.

! Three post-primary school years of further education organized in each village. Children who complete Tronc Commun sit a national test just like those who reach S3 in boarding
schools. However, unlike Tronc Commun pupils, boarding school children have 3 meals a day, good accommodation, enforced daily revision sessions, electricity in their classrooms
and dormitories etc. So, such children have greater chances of passing the National test after S3 than pupils who went to Tronc Commun.
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1. NTAKIRUTIMANA J Pierre: He reported to his
boarding school (Mururu, which is owned by
Roman Catholic Church and run by Brothers) but
only after a long battle with his masters.

They wanted him in Tronc Commun® but Jean
Pierre saw this as a trick to make him continue
working for them.

He put his argument clearly to Japhet, our head
teacher, suggesting although he managed to
work and study during primary school, he might
not handle the more demanding schedule in
secondary school.

Interestingly, some of Mihabura teachers
volunteered to contribute toward the cost of his
fees and compulsory material. The local
government pledged to give him 7,000 Rwandan
Francs (£7) and his masters also paid in.

Teachers did all they could to save Jean Pierre
from going in Tronc Commun, which so far is an
alternative for children who failed to achieve the
highest grades. Jean Pierre has threatened to
wonder once again should he be made to study in
Tronc Commun.

2. Tuyishime Shaban: Had not managed to report
to boarding school after one week.

3. Umurutasate Sept Anicet: Had achieved the
second best mark in the National test. Sadly she
had not managed to report after one week.

RSVPQ Hopes for the doubtful children

In addition to 1 new sponsor from Glasgow, we are

praying for 6 more by early May (2™ term).

Sponsorship Packa

9 School fees:
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4. Myriam Kwizera: Had not managed to report
to boarding school after one week.

5. Rahab Nyiransengimana: Had not managed to
report to hear boarding school after one week.

One off decision:

So, RSVP paid the 1° term fees (covering tuition,
accommodation and meals) and 20,000 RFW
(£20) to buy the compulsory material for Shaban
Anicet, Myriam and Rahab so that they report.

6. Rukundo Charlotte: | visited this girl in
November 2009. She had consistently been the
first in her class. Something told me she was
going to pass the national test.

If the sponsorship selection was not run openly
and transparently, | would have ensured this
child is picked. Her family is very poor: really
poor! She lives perhaps the same life as Solonge,
her neighbour.

| take my hat off to her parents for doing
whatever they did to send her to school, whether
selling goats or all their harvest! What no one
knows is whether this girl got the basics she
needs. So, she is really a big doubt as far as
returning for the second term in April/May goes.

7) Ngirabakunzi Olivier: He is also a doubt
because if anything went wrong financially, he
would be more likely to lack support in favour of
hisuncleQd 26y OKAf R®

RSVP pledge to Sponsors

9 Fair selection of sponsored children.

9 Authenticity: No middle men ¢ children
write the letter themselves.

i Correspondence: Letter from your child
every term.

9 "ransparency: Money paid directly into
boarding schoolsCbank account.




